UM law teams sweep regional trial competition by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
3-15-1999 
UM law teams sweep regional trial competition 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM law teams sweep regional trial 
competition" (1999). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 15886. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/15886 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
#  % The University of
J# Montana
UNIVERSITY  RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
March 15, 1999
Contact: Cynthia Ford, trial team coach, 243-4267.
UM LAW TEAMS SWEEP REGIONAL TRIAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA-
Two law teams from The University of Montana came away regional winners from a 
mock product liability case at the Student Trial Regional Competition.
In the competition, held in Las Vegas Feb. 25-28, student teams argued a case 
involving an injury allegedly caused by a defective seat belt. Montana, Georgetown and 
Pepperdine were the only universities to get both of their teams into the elimination rounds.
The UM teams will compete at the national championship in New Orleans this month.
UM’s varsity team is comprised of third-year students Katie DeSoto, Tim Peck and 
C.J. Johnson, and first-year student Mary Ann Ries. DeSoto and Peck portrayed lawyers, 
while Johnson was the lay witness and Ries the expert. After taking on opponents in 
preliminary rounds, varsity conquered perennial contender Golden Gate in the semi-final 
round.
Members of UM’s junior varsity team are second-year students Tasha Prinzing, Sean 
Goicoechea and Jorge Quintana, and first-year student Bruce Butler. Lawyers for the team 
were Prinzing and Goicoechea. Quintana and Butler were witnesses. The team went up against 




In the finals, the varsity team was victorious over Georgetown, while the JV team 
vanquished Seattle University.
The teams are coached by law Professor Cynthia Ford and Karen Townsend, Missoula 
deputy county attorney. Funding is from the Montana Trial Lawyers Association, Montana 
Defense Trial Lawyers Association and the law firm of Knight, Dahood, McLean & Everett.
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